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_ 1 TZTTtl^tic Monthly, Prof. Shaler argued 

In the August number of t advanta ge from association with a 

hat technical schools narrowness and smallness of aim and 

diversity, avoiding ^^^''/schools are exposed. This month the other 
purpose to which in ^ Walker. 

side of the case is stately attractive to Londoners is reviewed in 

A little book th«t sliooMb' ^ of London,” by Mr. H. K. 

his .reek's Journal. 

5wann, editor of the A th e teaching of civic duty to children, 

Referring to the quc letter I see reviewed in the Daily Chronicle 
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OUR WORK. 

House of Education. — Most of the sti.Honfo u , 
have now taken up their work and appear to'h ° ^ US at midsummer 
term brings a great increase of numbers • e e nj°ymg it. The next 

ladies of high attainments. The autumn te k ° f - th ° Se Coming in being 

^ Nation Ml JTZZ: ZTjT^ r3 ° ,h 

Hodgson . — During the autumn months th* h ir Notes h M. L. 

flung far and wide over hedges and fields, by NatoeTlavS^d^ ^ 
the attention of every passer by. Manv mav k h h d ’ attract 

,ide weeds,” be, few can pass^i.SeZ* a * T 
feathery tufts of clematis mingled with the ted of 11,. !,™''™’!! , W ' th lhe 
a thorn with its long sprays loaded with crimson berries Fach seaT*’ " 
d comes round affords a fresh field of labour for all who car. to work! “ 
The autumn field work ,s not the least interesting of the year , V 
season, over fields and hedges, trees and shrubs, Nalurfpms I. „ 
reach strmgs and C usters of jewels, well worth our earefnl a.tenti™ 
Frutts of all sorts, stzes and colours, are there to tempt us. The t eei 
overhead, the hedges on either hand, the pathway under our feet all are 
covered with quaint and curious seed-vessels. The gaudy clusters of the 
black bryony berries ( Tamus communis ), will give you a* splendid study 
in yellow, orange and red ; while the coral-like berries of the white bryony 
(Bryonia dioicej, if you can discover them, would make a good illustra- 
tion for your note-book. The transparent-looking bunches of the honey- 
suckle ( Lonicera penclymenum ) show up sharp and clear above the 
ledgerow. The drop-like red berries of the bitter-sweet (Solatium 
ctulcamare ) droop forward into our pathway. Under the hedge we may 
find the handsome orange-red spike of the arum berries (Arum macula- 
turn). Here and there the transparent bunches of the fruit of the guelder- 
rose ( Vib 2 irnu?n opulus ) shine like jewels in the sun. If you are 
ortunate you may come across a bush of the spindle-tree {Euonymus 
europaeus) covered with its lovely pink and orange fruit. High overhead 
you may chance to see heavy bunches of apple-like fruit, cut one open 
and you will see you have a miniature apple, look at the leaves of the tree 
with the beautiful green surface and lovely white woolly coat underneath, 
you may safely say “a white beam-tree” ( Pyrus aria), and a very 
beautiful object it is. Its near relation the rowan-tree {Pyrus aucuparia) 
you know very well, as it grows plentifully round Ambleside, and it will 
give you plenty of work if you only do it carefully. The rosy fruit of our 
crab-apples will form capital copies for modelling lessons, as will many 
other fruits after a little study. 

In fine contrast to the orange-red or crimson of the fruits mentioned 
there are many of various shades of blue or purple, sloes, wild plums, 
elderberries, the pyramidal clusters of the privet, all the forms of bramble, 
dogwood, deadly nightshade, and numerous others that 1 have not 
mentioned will readily occur to you. I do not think I am wrong in saying 
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. vnu t0 do, even if you only copy half-a-dozen 0 f 

that here is plenty for y° of form and colour you will have 

them. In add,b °" ak * yourself familiar with the study of “ fruit,’* as a 
splendid chance to > know what the term includes ? I feel certain 

botanical term. Ho ' ^ on , y calls up a vision of a shop window 

that to many persons etc ., and many would perhaps vaguely 

filled with orang t eS ’ t P o P a fruit or a vegetable,” and would be terribly 
wonder, “ Is a tom ^ ^ The term fruit I need not remind yo J 

puzzled as to what ^ apparatus generally, so instead of allowing 

extends to the P ^ mind Qnly ideas of pulpy berr i e s and juicy 

the word c J ^ fa thought range over the fields and bring 

pears or peac of dru p es and berries, carpels and achencs 

withou/end, seen for yourselves in your autumn wanderings through our 
beautiful lanes and fields. 

F' SOl e Club. The subject for October is “ Fish.” It is meant, in all 

these animal studies this year, to aim at the life, which in this case means 
sketching from fish in water. It does not matter what sort of fish— gold-fish 
in a bowl, sticklebacks in a basin, any kind in any aquarium or substitute 
for an aquarium— with the exception of shell-fish. The object of this 
lesson is to study the curves of living action shown in the form of the fish 
as it swims. To express this try again and again to catch the general 
forms with quick pencil sketching ; after an hour’s work, chiefly given to 
observation, the most frequent and typical attitudes will suggest them- 
selves. One or two may be chosen, and on a fresh paper a more careful 
drawing may be made in which the detail is only given so far as it can be 
conveniently observed ; the main forms being most important, and the 
colour of the fish as a whole seen in its surroundings. The ordinary flat- 
sided aquarium is of course desirable for this work ; but there is no great 
difficulty in painting fish in any open vessel (such as a large basin or a 
bath), so long as it is large enough in proportion to the fish to allow you 
to look down upon your subject at a rather low angle — that is to say, not 
straight down upon its back, but so as to see its sides as it swims. If any 
members are quite unable to get living fish they may make a study of dead 
fish. Drawings to be sent by the end of October to W. G. Collingwood, 
Coniston, Lancashire. 

Mothers’ Education Course— We hope the students of the M.E.C. 
a\e raa e use of the summer holidays to make themselves familiar with 
the nature lore of some one neighbourhood. 

uiZfL School. We hope the children in the school will 

parents to th^ P N^U May we cal1 the attention ° f 

Ladv Isahpl M W - h - U - Natural History” Club, Hon. Secretary, 

j«l^«„2rar^ G rn s Road ' s w - rhe 

Pakyns Manor H„ r f • H n ' Secret ary, Mrs. William Borrer, 

^ i The .'Girls- Game, Club,” Honorary 

Bayswater. In the tw / fanklin, Esq., 9, Pembridge Gardens, 

advantages of these CaSCS members of the P.N.E.U. have the 

the several committees S W ' th ° Ut additional fee through the kindness of 
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The Parents' Association of Amerim tu r> 

America was organised on Mav 26th .« le Pa f ents Association of 
Building, corner of Fourth Avenue and T 93 f ’ ^ ^ United Charities 
The objects which the ^ N " 

(2) To stimulate their eLI.lL .StTC T fita , ble f °' a "' 

known the best information and 

parents to understand the best principles and methods of education f„ a 

by harmonizing home and school training “o" land suchTre" 

adjustment of the educational processes that they may be made to 
harmonrze w.,h the normal physical development of the child, and thus 
obliterate the spirit of cram and emulation which is now regnant in 
school life. (7) To give special emphasis to the subject of character 

ui ding in its relation to citizenship in order to foster a genuine and 
patriotic Americanism among the rising generation. The work of the 
Association is to be carried on by means of series of addresses and less 
formal meetings, and will be so arranged as to deal with education 
under the following heads : Physical, Intellectual, Ethical. The object 
being to cover with such completeness as may be possible all those 
larger questions which are involved in the welfare of the child. 

Extracts from letters read at the meeting of the Parents’ Association of 
America, May 26, 1893 : 

MRS. MAY LILIAN DEAN: 

“ I very much regret that it will be impossible for me to attend the first 
meeting of the ‘ Parents’ Association of America ’ on May 26th. It is an 
occasion of great importance to all parents, and portends changes and 
developments in the sacred relationship of parent and child ; a relationship 
generally too lightly assumed because its grave responsibilities are so 
rarely understood and accepted. ” 

“ Your magazine Childhood will prove a God-send to many parents who, 
though desirous of fulfilling their highest duties, are yet conscious of 
groping in the dark” 

K. o. FLOWER : 

“ As you know from my personal expressions to you, also my published 
opinions of the Parents’ Association of America, I am deeply interested in 
its work. It is to the future generations that we must look for the full 
expression of that ideal civilization which now is dawning on the best 
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— ■ - . ot saying tnai wc 1 to 

minds of the age. This i bettef the condition of society, but rather 

purify and ennoble our “^’ rtanc e devolving upon parents. They are 
to emphasize the supr jjj zat j on> and as such, it is all important that 
the moulders of th ^.^' V devolving upon parenthood be brought home to., 
the grave responsi ' enlightened man and woman. 

the consc.ence , jn y es of investigation or research which it seems to me 

“ There are tnrec 
should be carefully followed : 

“I. Hereditary. 

“II Pre-natal Influence. 

..„i. influences of Early Environment. 

REV. WILLIAM M. THAYER : ...... 

“I should very much enjoy being present at the meeting, but circum- 
stances beyond my control render it quite impossible The object of the 
Parents' Association commends itself to my mind and heart as just the 
movement for the time in which we live, and I have no doubt that the meet- 
ing in question will further the good cause. Anything that I can do to 
advance the purpose of this Association I shall do with all my heart. All 
effort that results in making parents more watchful and wiser, more patient 
and practical in training children, is working on the foundation of things. 
We cannot over-estimate its value.” 


MRS. CLARA P. BOSS : 

“ I am very sorry that a recent illness prevents me from being present at 
the initial meeting of the Parents' Association. Most of us who are 
middle aged can remember when the children of a family, taken in the 
a £& re & ate > formed but a unit in its economy. They were fed and clothed, 
and admonished with the rod upon any ill-behaviour, and that being ac- 
complished, the exactions of parental duty were supposed to be fulfilled.” 

[Our readers will be interested to notice the slight differences the American Society 
has struck out. The first five “ objects ” are adopted from our rules and 
principles. Six and seven we should possibly do well to borrow in our turn. 

e wish Dr. Winterbum great success in his good work. Next month we 
hope to give a report of the first meeting.— Ed.] 


. U Jumoir Archeological Society . — “I have done my summer 

rch^ologica 1 work, and care not how tired I am, as it is done well. I 

thp mnrp^i rS ^ !t ' s a success * 1 do not know which meeting was 
we paid fnrVrf * U ! ^ ewes ar Eowdray. Lewes was the better attended, 
and their friends^ * t0 S ° the Castle—not a11 members, but members 

IFrnm A • , E. E. BORRER, 

(From Private letter.) p , ’ 

,zr c ; Pakyns Manor, Hurstpierpoint. 

an<( F ° Under ° f the P - N - E -U. Junior Archeological Society). 

6 ^ l ° PUbHsh 3 M ™ of these meetings in our next issue.-Ed. 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline of life.” 


A MOTHER’S LETTER. 

How do I do it ? This question has been from time to time 
in my mind, since your pleasant visit to us in our country 
home. A big house, and in it a big party of eight amenable 
children — that is all. 

Ihe work of guidance is comparatively light when the boys 
are not at home. The long habit of being ruled firmly, 
though lightly, has made them all what they are : obedient 
and tractable, though full of spirit and life. 

We have occasional atmospheric disturbances, but they 
ruffle the surface only — the deep water runs smoothly. How 
do I do it r 

When I was a young mother, I always thought “ What 
would my mother have done, or said, under such circum- 
stances ? ” and I acted accordingly. 

For many years, being much with my children was a distinct 
effort of duty. I have always had an intense love of reading 
and self-improvement of all kinds — drawing, painting, music, 
books old and new ; my own interests were too intense not to 
make it otherwise than an effort of duty to give much time to 
my children. Whatever you may think, I am not by any 
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